
 

 
As our name implies, FFCA is focused on helping our students build a solid 
foundation on which they can create an outstanding future, both for themselves 
and our world.  In upcoming months, there will be a couple of events which will 
help FFCA continue to build for our future and continue to improve our ability 
to help our students. 
 
CHARTER REVIEW 
The first is our formal charter review.  During each 5-year term of our charter, 
Alberta Education undertakes a review of our performance.  These reviews 
provide valuable feedback on our strengths and opportunities for improvement.  
This review will take place at our campuses during the first two weeks of 
February.  It will include surveys of select students, parents and staff, 
interviews with staff and parents, and observations of our school and 
classrooms.  Some of you have been or will be invited to participate in these 
information gathering processes.  For others, if you wish, you can contact our 
school office to get a survey to complete.  These need to be returned to the 
office by Feb. 1. 
 
ON-LINE AUCTION 
The second is our annual on-line auction fundraiser.  There is more information 
on p. 3 of this newsletter regarding this event which is our single main 
fundraiser of the year.  This year, we are fundraising to help make our new 
campus truly our new home.  As you are aware, our campus is a partially 
renovated elementary school and are raising funds to help make it one that 
optimally support student learning at the high school level.  This includes items 
such as bulletin boards and display cases to highlight student success, painting 
and decoration of some student spaces such as the gymnasium and lunch room, 
an internal video broadcast network to facilitate information sharing and re-
conditioning of our playing fields to make them safe and suitable for athletics 
and physical education use.  I am hoping that we are able to raise $20,000 for 
these projects which amounts to just over $40 per student.  To help us 
accomplish this goal, we need all families to donate items or solicit donations 
from affiliated companies and to encourage all friends and family to check it out 
and bid on the items up for grabs.  A donation request letter is available for 
download on our campus website and a donation submission form (2 copies) is 
included at the back of this newsletter.  Donations are to be brought to the 
school office from Feb. 1 through 18 and the bidding starts Feb. 23. 
 
We look forward to your involvement in these events to help make us stronger.  
To paraphrase the lead character from the film Jerry MaGuire, “Help us help 
you”, or in this case our students.  
 
Kurtis Leinweber Preston Lowther 

Principal Educator      Associate Principal 
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In this Issue 

Jan.20 - (6pm) Board Meeting 
 

Jan.22 - Last Day of Classes - Grade 9 
 - Casual Day (All Students) 
 

Jan.26 - (7pm) School Council Meeting 
 

Jan.20-28 - Exam Week, schedule on Pg. 6 
 

Jan.29 - Semester Break - No Classes 
 

Jan.29-30 - Varsity Boys B.Ball Tourney 
   @ Chestemere 
 

Feb.1-18 - Online Auction 
   Donations Received 
 

Feb. 5-6 - Varsity Boys B.Ball Tourney 
   @ Lethbridge 
 

Feb. 8 - Re-registration begins 
 

Feb. 9 - Parent/Student/Teacher  
   Interviews (4:30p-8:30p) 
 

Feb.10 - Parent/Student/Teacher 
   Interviews (8:30a-12:30p) No classes 
 

Feb.11-12 - PD Day - No Classes 
 

Feb.15 - Family Day - No Classes 
 

Feb.16 - (11am) Character Assembly 
 - Badminton Try-outs Start 
 

Feb.17 - (6pm) Board Meeting @ Central 
 

Feb.24-Mar.3 - Live Auction 
 
Mar. 10, 11 & 13 - Auction Pick Up Dates 
 

Mar. 3 - (11am) Online safety presentation 
    Location:  FFCA High School 
 - (7pm) Parent E-Risk Program 
    Location:  South Middle School 

Dates to Remember 
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School Counselor’s Update 

 

Mount Royal University: 

Child & Youth Care Counselor Practicum Student  

 

My name is Mrs. Debra Raoufian and I’m a student at Mount 

Royal University. I’m at FFCA to do the last and most 

important and practical part of my training before I graduate. 

Last semester, I was at FFCA – Southwest Elementary and 

although I loved the younger students, my passion is working 

with high school aged students. Knowing this, when the 

opportunity to transfer to the high school presented itself I 

jumped at the chance to learn from all of you and the amazing 

Ms. Geran. The past few weeks have been both enlightening 

and energizing and I’ve truly enjoyed meeting many of you and 

I look forward to getting to know all of you better over the next 

few months. I will be here Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays up until the end of March. Please feel free to drop 

by the Career Centre and say hi. 

Partners in Learning, Leading & Living 

Grad Update 

This procedure is very simple and only takes a few minutes. 
You just need to log into our FFCA Website at http://
www.ffca-calgary.com and select the PARENT Tab.  Then 
click on FAMILY LOGIN.  This takes you to the main log-in 
screen to the registration site. Once you are logged into the 
Family Site, there are (3) links on the right hand side called 
Family Information, Student Information, Contact 
Information.  These will link you directly through to your 
personal information screens where you can change your 
personal information or student information.   It is very 
important that this information stays current.  When you 
change your information on-line, the school automatically gets 
a notification of the change.  This saves you multiple steps and 
you will no longer need to call the school to keep us updated. 
Check it out, you‟ll love it.  Catch the next Newsletter for 
“HOW DO I…Keep track of what I’ve paid on-line?” 
 

Lynn Masikewich 
Administrative Assistant 

How Do I… Change My Personal 

Information On-Line? 

Best Jobs of 2010 

   
Students often ask me what the best jobs are for the future.  A 
recent study by careercast.com found that the best job for 
2010 is an actuary.  This is a job that requires a love of Math 
and involves calculating statistics to determine probability 
and risk.  An actuary earns about $85,000 a year, has few 
physical demands, little stress, a good work environment, and 
a positive outlook for employment growth.  Other highly 
rated jobs included software engineer, computer systems 
analyst, biologist, and historian. 
 
As for the worst jobs, roustabout (oil rig worker), lumberjack, 
ironworker, dairy farmer, and welder were listed as being least 
desirable.  These ratings were based on the amount of stress, 
work environment, physical demands, income, and hiring 
outlook.  

Ms. Shelley Geran 
School Counselor 

Grade 12 Post-Secondary 

Application - Fall, 2010 

   
Most Grade 12 students appear to have done their post-
secondary applications for the Fall, 2010 semester.  However, 
February is still a good month to apply to post-secondary 
schools as well.  Any Grade 12 students who need assistance 
in this area are strongly encouraged to see Ms. Geran early in 
the new semester.   

Ms. Shelley Geran 
School Counselor 

Semester Two - Course Changes 

  
Some students may wish to ask questions about their second 
semester schedules.  Students who may want to consider 
possible changes are encouraged to see Ms. Geran before the 
second semester begins. There is no guarantee that changes 
are possible, but Ms. Geran will try her best to be of 
assistance. 

Ms. Shelley Geran 
School Counselor 

 
Please watch for updated grad information regarding the 
Valedictorian Selection Process with your Term 2 report 
cards.  Thank you 

http://www.ffca-calgary.com
http://www.ffca-calgary.com
https://www.cashlessschools.com/?u=MPO981@HOTMAIL.COM
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Annual Socks & Tights Sale 

 
Annual Sock and Tight Sale NOW ON! 
  
Sale runs Thurs., Jan.14 - Mon., Jan. 25th. Buy uniform 
socks and tights at a discounted price.  Trimfit is the 
supplier. 
 
This is not a fundraiser but a service provided to the 
families of FFCA through the Uniform Representatives 
at each campus School Council.  
 
Order forms were e-mailed home Tuesday January 
19th.  If you need a new form, there are extras at the 
school office or contact Rhonda Free for a new form. 
The product will be delivered to you by April but it is 
more likely it will be to you before Spring break in 
March.  Please contact me for any questions. 

Rhonda Free 
Uniform Representative 

rfree@telusplanet.net 

English Update from Mr. Burtch 

  
Mr. Burtch and his semester 1 English classes spent the 
2 weeks prior to Christmas break reflecting on all the 
gifts we have in our lives.  We raised money over the 
two weeks and the students identified a charity they 
wanted to support.  The groups chose The “Exit Youth 
Program” run through Woods Home.  We raised $1500 
for this fantastic charity!  Mr. Burtch would like to 
thank all who participated.  This really shows FFCA‟s 
spirit of generosity. 

Partners in Learning, Leading & Living 

  

7th Annual FFCA 
Online Auction 
Coming Soon 

 
 
Donations will be received February 1 – 18 at the 
school office 
 

Be sure to complete a Donation Description Form. 

Corporate Donation Letters are available at the 
office to solicit donations from local businesses or 
corporate contacts. 

 
Live Auction (www.ffca-calgary.com) 

February 24 – March 3, 2010 
 

Bring in donations of new items to your 
campus office  
Volunteers are needed for a variety of 
projects at the school or at home 

 
Contact the campus coordinator for details or if you have 
any questions.       Janepaul@shaw.ca 

Online Auction Information 

On-Line Safety Presentation Invite 

  
Students will be having an on-line safety presentation from 
the Calgary Police Service as our March assembly. 
 
Date:        March 3 @ 11:00 
Place:       FFCA High School 
                 919 – 76 Avenue SE                                              
 
There will be two parent sessions being held on March 2nd 
and March 3rd.  More information will appear in the February 
newsletter.  Families will also be e-mailed the details at a later 
date. 
 

Shelley Geran 
                 403-243-3316 

                 shelley.geran@ffca-calgary.com 

E-Risk Security Program for Adults 

  
Incidences of Internet luring are on the rise and 
desensitization and cyber bullying are real world problems 
initiated in the virtual world. The Internet posts millions of 
adult pages in the competitive pornography industry, and 
children are publicly posting private information about 
themselves, their friends and their family. Education will help 
protect us and our children. This presentation provides ideas 
to help adults face challenges and reduce risks while using the 
Internet.  Parent Evening Presentation at the South Middle 
School for all of FFCA‟s parents 
Date:          March 3 @ 7:00 
Place:         South Middle School 
                   8710 Ancourt Rd.  SE.   403-259-3175 
Contact:     Gina Grace   gina.grace@ffca-calgary.com 

mailto:eazielke@shaw.ca
http://www.ffca-calgary.com/
mailto:Janepaul@shaw.ca
mailto:shelley.geran@ffca-calgary.com
mailto:gina.grace@ffca-calgary.com
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2010 FFCA Wrestling Team 

  

We had another successful year of wrestling at the FFCA 
high school.  This year our juniors competed in five 
competitions: 3 exhibition meets, our league championship, 
and the Tom Baines Boa Constrictor Classic open tournament.  
At each completion, our wrestlers fought hard and made our 
school proud by bringing home an assortment of medals from 
each competition.  The seniors competed in one exhibition 
quad meet, the Western Canada Rookie tournament and the 
prestigious Bowness Ho Ho Ho Tournament.  We earned 
several medals at the rookie tournament and our wrestlers 
held their own against more experienced wrestlers at the 
Bowness tournament.  A big thanks goes out to Elizabeth 
Gray who is an FFCA wrestling alumnus who served as a 
dedicated and caring assistant coach throughout the season. 
 

Here are the names of the 2009 FFCA wrestling squad: 

 

P.E. Update - Ice Skating Unit 

 

Greetings Parents, 
 
Hope this finds you doing well! 
 
As part of our Physical Education program, ALL of our Phys 
Ed classes Grade 9 through 12 will be participating in an ice 
skating unit and each student is required to have their own 
skates (hockey or figure).  Students have been informed of 
this need and reminded a number of times since the start of 
the year.  Our first skating unit (for students who have Phys Ed 
this semester only) will commence next month Tuesday 
February 16  through Friday March 19.  All students 
are  required to have skates so we encourage them to start the search 
now.  For a reference of which classes will be skating when, 
please see list below.   
 
Finding skates is the student‟s responsibility, however we are 
writing to you to urge that you aid them in this 
process.  Please note that WE ARE NOT SUGGESTING 
THAT YOU BUY NEW SKATES as we realize this becomes 
costly and with the age of our students, we realize that growth 
is an issue when buying such items from year to year.  Also, 
with brand new skates come blisters as they are hard to “break 
in”.  We strongly encourage you to seek alternative 
options such as buying second hand from a used sports store 
or searching online – www.kijiji.com  or www.buysell.com - , 
rent or borrow from family or friends.  We urge you to start 
your search early as the availability of skates becomes less as 
we move through the winter season.   Personal use multi 
impact  helmets are also MANDATORY.   
 
We are looking forward to providing your children the 
opportunity to be active in this great Canadian winter past-
time!  
 
Thank you for your cooperation and we appreciate your time 
and efforts.  And your children do too! 
 

Physical Education Department 
Foundations for the Future Charter Academy High School 

 

 

Week of Feb 16-19, 23-26 and Mar. 15-19 
9A – Symonds 
9B – Mitchell 
9E – Mitchell 
10E – Symonds 
20B – Anene 
20D – Mitchell 
30A(3) – Symonds 
30A(5) – Mitchell 

Partners in Learning, Leading & Living 

Junior Girls 

Alisha 

Senior Girls 

Taylor 

Danielle 

Arlene 

Junior Boys 

Joel 

Ajay 

Roni 

Senior Boys 

Adiene 

Ryan 

Jatinder 

Anoop 

Bussing - Late Bus Notification 

 As some of you are aware, last year we struggled 
through a period of bus delays and or no bus drivers 
with Southland Transportation.  This year, all of the 
SOUTHLAND bus drivers are equipped with a 
Blackberry for signing in with Southland in the morning 
and to advise of any delays.  Parents and students can 
sign up to receive text messages about their bus routes.  
This will automatically go out to any subscribers to 
advise of delays/cancellations to their bus route. 
 

We encourage students and parents alike to sign up for 
this program as outlined below so that you receive the 
most up-to-date information on your bus route. 
 

All you have to do to sign up for this free service is: 
 

Got to:  www.yourschoolbus.com 
 

User name is:  ffcasubscriber 
 

Password is:  signup 
 

Then follow the link and provide the information 
needed. 
 

http://www.kijiji.com
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Central Office Message - Transportation Fee; Updated Information 

Partners in Learning, Leading & Living 

  

 
FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE CHARTER ACADEMY 

Notice to Parents\Guardians 
 
 

2010-11 Fee Structure 
 
The transportation fee has been held at the same level for the past three years however it has now become nec-
essary to raise the rates due to an ongoing shortfall of funding over expenses for the past few years.  The fee will 
be as follows: 
 
   Kindergarten  $350.00 
   Grades 1 to 12 (two-way) $700.00 
   Grades 1 to 12 (one-way) $500.00 
   Family Maximum $1800.00 
 
Transportation fees can once again be paid in one lump sum or you may choose the four installment method. 
 
 
 
The School Act allows for certain fees to be collected for instructional supplies and materials.  Fees may be 
charged for supplies and materials provided for the student‟s personal use or consumption.  The fees charged are 
usually on a shared cost basis between the parent\guardian and Foundations for the Future Charter Academy.   
 
The Board approved a slight increase in the resource fee which have not been increased since 2006-07.  The 
2010-11 fee structure is as follows:  
 
   Kindergarten  $110.00 
   Grades 1 to 6  $135.00 
   Grades 7 to 12  $185.00 
   Family Maximum $375.00 
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Accountability Pillar Surveys 

  
You may have recently seen newspaper articles on 
Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) or changes to the 
Grade 12 Diploma Exams. Both PATs and Diploma 
Exams contribute to the Accountability Pillar, a tool 
used by Alberta Education to evaluate how well the 
education system is meeting the expectations of parents 
and the public. All parents want to know that their 
children are receiving a quality education.  Grades are 
important but there is more to it than that.  A quality 
education helps all children make the most of their 
talents and abilities. 
 
The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators 
consisting of surveys of students, parents and teachers 
on various aspects of quality; student outcomes such as 
dropout and high school completion rates; and provincial 
assessments of student learning. 
 
From January to the end of February, Alberta Education 
will be conducting the annual Accountability Pillar 
Survey. In January, parents of students in grades 4-12 
will receive a survey from Alberta Education.  In 
February, students in grades 4-12 and all teachers will 
be completing their surveys online at school.   
 
All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about 
experiences with this school. In addition to English and 
French, the parent survey is available in Mandarin, 
Cantonese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, 
Spanish and Tagalog.   
 
As an annual check-up on the education system, the 
Accountability Pillar provides an opportunity for 
Alberta Education and school authorities to ensure that 
we‟re equipping students for success. Your participation 
in the survey helps, so we encourage you to return your 
survey promptly.  
 
Survey results will be available to school authorities in 
May 2010, and will be reported publicly by school 
authorities as part of their 3-Year Education Plans and 
Annual Education Results Reports. 
 
Check the mailbox for your survey. 

January 2010 Exam Schedule 

Dear Students and Parents: 
 
With the pending arrival of 2010, our semestered course 
final exams are approaching. For students in these 
courses, it is the time of year when they begin the final 
push toward the end of the courses. As such, we are pro-
viding you with the exam schedule and expectations for 
the Semester I exams in January.   
 
Exam Day Expectations 

Daily uniform expectations are in effect for all exams 
and while in the school building on these dates. Failure 
to do so could result in a student‟s inability to write an 
exam. 

Picture ID is REQUIRED for ALL Exams 

Entrance to all exams will start at 8:30 in the morn-
ing and 12:00 in the afternoon and students must be in 
attendance at this time. 

Morning exams start at 9:00 and in the afternoon at 
12:30 

Beginning one hour after the exam commences, stu-
dents will be allowed to exit the exam room at 20 min-
ute intervals. 
Upon the completion of exams students are expected to 
be off-campus or in a prearranged supervised tutorial 
(with a teacher). 

 
Final Exam Attendance 
Please note that attendance for all final exams is manda-
tory and every effort should be made by students to be 
in attendance on the prescribed dates. Students who 
miss a final exam will not be permitted to write the 
exam and will receive a score of „0‟ unless they make al-
ternate arrangements with the instructor in advance or 
provide a medical certificate signed by a physician. 
 
Students who fail to write a diploma exam for a grade 12 
course, i.e. Applied/Pure Math 30, ELA 30-1/30-2, 
Chemistry 30, Biology 30, Physics 30 & Social Studies 
30-1/-2, will have to wait and write this exam on a 
provincially scheduled testing-date. The next exam 
dates are in June. There are no exceptions to this policy. 
 

Partners in Learning, Leading & Living 
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Partners in Learning, Leading & Living 

January 2010 Exam Schedule - Continued 

  

 

 

NOTE:  BUSSING SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY EXAMS:   

 

Thursday 21st, Friday 22nd, Monday 25th will run a regular busing schedule, departing from the school at 3:15pm. 

 

Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th is running a regular AM service but will depart from the school at 12:15pm. 

 

Thursday 28th, a special schedule is running which every Physics 30 student has now received the details. 

Dat
e 

January 18 (2) January 19 (1) January 20 (2) January 21 (1) January 22 (2) 

AM 
REGULAR CLASSES 

GRADE 9-12 
  

REGULAR CLASSES 
GRADE 9-12 

  

NO CLASSES 
GRADE  12 

  
REGULAR CLASSES 

GRADE 9-11 
  

  
Exam: 

Chemistry 30 
ELA 20-1/10-1 

  
Location: 

Gym 
  

NO CLASSES 
GRADE 10-12 

  
REGULAR CLASSES 

GRADE 9 
  

Exam: 
Math 30P 
Math 30A 

SOC 20-1/-2 
  

Location: 
GYM. 

  
NO CLASSES 
GRADE 10-12 

  
REGULAR CLASSES 

GRADE 9 

PM 
REGULAR CLASSES 

GRADE 9-12 
  

REGULAR CLASSES 
GRADE 9-12 

  
Last Day of REGULAR 
CLASSES Grade 12 

NO CLASSES 
GRADE  12 

  
REGULAR CLASSES 

GRADE 9-11 
  

Last Day of REGULAR 
CLASSES GRADE 10 

and 11 
  

Regular Classes 
Grade 9 

  
NO CLASSES 
GRADE 10-12 

Last Day of REGULAR 
CLASSES GRADE 9 

  
NO CLASSES 
GRADE 10-12 

Dat
e 

January 25 (1) January 26 (2) January 27 (1) January 28 (2) January 29 

AM 

Exam: 
SOC 9 PAT 
SOC 10-1/-2 

  
Location: 

GYM 
 

NO REGULAR 
CLASSES 

  

Exam: 
ELA 30-1Pt. B 

CHEM 20 
SCI 10/10AP 

  
Location: 

GYM 
  

NO REGULAR CLASSES 
  

  
Exam: 

SOC 30-1/-2 Pt. B 
PHYS 20 

Pure Math 10 
Applied Math 10 

  
Location: 

GYM 
  

NO REGULAR 
CLASSES 

  

  
Exam: 

Phys 30 
  

Location: 
GYM 

  
NO REGULAR CLASSES 

  
  

Semester Break 

PM 

  
Exam: 
Bio 30 

  
Location: 

Gym 
  

  
NO REGULAR CLASSES 

  
NO REGULAR 

CLASSES 

  
NO REGULAR CLASSES 
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