
The contrast between light and darkness is symbolic of much that we struggle 

with throughout life.  At this time of year, as we plunge into seasonal darkness, 

we become both comforted and energized by the lights around town. 

Educators provide direction for kids and for their learning.  They provide     

caring support for those who have particular struggles.  They help them 

through the darkness of learning challenges and personal conflict.  They      

provide light.   

As parents, you light the way for your children, and provide support and     

partnership to the school in doing our part. 

Light is an essential part of the Christmas spirit and of the joy that is the 

“most wonderful time of the year.”  It is an important part of many traditions. 

 

Hannukkah is the Jewish Festival of Lights, commemorating the rededication 

of the Holy Temple. 

In Islam, light is the symbol of knowledge and faith.  The Qur’an describes God 

as “The Light of the heavens and the earth.” 

In the Christian tradition, the birth of Christ is described as “the true light 

that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” 

 

 

We wish you joy, peace and light during the holiday season!! 

 

               John Picard, Principal Educator       Susan Boyd, Associate Principal                                                        

Matter of Principal 

 

December  2011 

Volume 1, Issue 4 

Phoenix Messenger 

Important dates! 

*Dec 15– Winter Concert 

6:30pm 

*Dec 16-Casual Day 

Theme is 80”s Day 

*Dec 19-Jan 2 Winter 

break 

*Jan 10– Spelling Bee 

8:45-9:45 

*Jan 26&27– Learning 

Conversations 

Mission 

To provide a safe and  

caring environment where 

academic excellence,  

character development, 

parental involvement and 

staff leadership are valued 

and fostered. 

Vision 

Excellence in student   

achievement and        

character development 

through distinctive     

teaching and learning. 
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Students Riding Other 

Buses 

 

We do not offer bus passes due 

to full buses and shared busses 

with other campuses. If working 

on a project with a classmate you 

will need to make alternative   

arrangements. 

Susan Goldsmith 

Transportation 

 Coordinator 

SMS is Going to Science 

Fair 

 

For the first time in several 
years, SMS is planning to send 
several students to the Calgary 
Youth Science Fair.  Some   
students have already been 
looking at possible project 
ideas. 

 

It’s now time to begin the     
projects, so students should 
contact Mr. Wiebe if they plan 
to go to the science fair.  Par-
ents, if you are interested in 
having your child participate, 
contact Mr. Wiebe at    
kevin.wiebe@ffca-calgary.com. 

Lions Recycle For Sight 

Old glasses give new life. Let a 

child read and learn. Help an 

adult earn a living. Donate 

your used eye glasses. For the 

lions “recycle for Sight” visit. 

Drop box is located in the 

school foyer. 

 

Have you heard the news?   

The bus zone on Ancourt 

Road has been extended! 

 
This will allow our buses to park in a 

safer manner and provide for greater 

driver and pedestrian visibility around 

the buses. 

Please be aware of the parking signs 

around the school. 

When dropping off or picking up        

students please consider parking close to 

one of our two crosswalks so your     

child(ren) can safely cross the street. 

When parking in front of our neighbors 

homes please be mindful of their    

driveways to ensure owners can easily 

access their homes. 

 

December 
One must have a mind of winter 

To regard the frost and the boughs 

Of the pine-trees crusted with snow; 
And have been cold a long time 

To behold the junipers shagged with ice, 

The spruces rough in the distant glitter 

 

Of the January sun; and not to think 

Of any misery in the sound of the wind, 

In the sound of a few leaves, 

 

Which is the sound of the land 

Full of the same wind 

That is blowing in the same bare place 
For the listener, who listens in the snow, 

And, nothing himself, beholds 

Nothing that is not there and the nothing 

that is." 

   Wallace Stevens,  

Snow Man   

Hello FFCA families!  

  

We are looking for donations for character incentives draws we will be     

holding throughout the year.    

  

Students in our school will be given tickets for positive behaviors such as: 

helping or encouraging other students, picking up garbage without being 

asked, volunteering within the school and community, or standing up for a 

friend or classmate.  We will have a draw bin where students can place their 

tickets, which will be drawn for a variety of prizes at whole school             

assemblies throughout the year. 

Please email Mrs. Newell if you have anything you can donate. 

Thank you, 

House Leagues Committee 

  

michelle.newell@ffca-calgary.com  

mailto:kevin.wiebe@ffca-calgary.com
mailto:Michelle.newell@ffca-calgary.com
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SOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL WINTER CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

DECEMBER 15TH, 2011 

630PM START 

Doors Open – 6PM 

 

 

Join us as we travel around the globe visiting families from 3 different countries 

celebrating with their families during the holidays. 

Performances by: 

Grade 7 and 8 Drama 

Hand Bells 

SMS Choirs 

The Christmas Winter Concert will begin with a talent show at 630pm. 

Our annual bake sale will begin when the doors open at 6. All proceeds from the 

bake sale go to the Mustard Seed thanks for your support. 

Show directed by: Ms. Kopec, Mr. Gindin, & Mr. Picard 

 



Parking Directions for Parents 

88th Avenue SE 

Arlington Drive SE (West Side) 

Aberdeen Road SE 

Please make note of the 
marked bus zones. 

Please pick up and drop off 
students near crosswalks so 
that students have a place to 
cross. 

Please do not block residential 
driveways. 

 

“ I truly hope you find that 

success is best measured by 

the relationships you have 

with family and friends and 

not by the possessions 

you’ve gathered along the 

way!’ 

Frank Abagnale 

Volume 1, Issue 4 Page 4 

         
UNIFORM CONSIGNMENT SITE           

2011-2012   
 
FFCA Families are able to buy and sell gently used uniform items by accessing the             
Consignment Store within the FFCA website. 
 
To access the site, go to your Campus Home Page, and select the link to “Family Log In”. 

Choose “Consignment Store” for your shopping needs, and 

“Your Consignment Items” to put an item on the site and manage your account   
 
For any questions of how to use the site, please contact Wanda Olson at        
wanda.olson@ffca-calgary.com . 
 
Please note:  All buying and selling of items is done between the families -  no payments or  

collections are available on the site. To purchase an item, simply email the family posting the 

item and ask for photos or set up a time for viewing and  payment. 

mailto:wanda.olson@ffca-calgary.com
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Get your pictures in 

the yearbook!  
 

The Yearbook Staff invites students and 
parents to submit photos for the      
yearbook. If you've got great photos of 
school and community events or you 
and your friends just having fun, we'd 
like to see them. Our photographers 
can't be everywhere. Help us get as 
many photos as possible to create a 
terrific book everyone will want to have. 
 
Here is how you can submit photos 
online: 
   • Go to:                                       
https://images.jostens.com/login 
   • If it does not automatically log you 
into the site, enter user-
name:400113607 and password:sms 
   • Browse to select the photo(s) you 
wish to upload. 
   • Enter information about the photo 
and provide contact information in case 
the staff needs additional information. 
   • Click "Save Details". 
 
It's that easy! Submit your photos today! 
The last day to submit photos is 
6/15/2012. 
 
Thank you, and Remember that the 
time you spend taking and uploading 
pictures can be included in your vol-
unteer hours! 
 
Sincerely, 
Yearbook Adviser and the 2012       
Yearbook Staff. 
 
The Yearbook Staff will review all     
photos and determine final yearbook 
content. We cannot guarantee that all 
submissions can be used in the book. 

In 2009, there was “S.O.S.” 

In 2010, there was “Does the Shoe Fit?” 

In 2011, there was “Murder at Crooked 

House!” 

In 2012, come to the South Middle 

School Grand Theatre for: 

 

Never After 

 
It wasn’t always happily ever after…. 

 

Coming Spring 2012 

A Kopec/Wangler/Gindin Production 

https://images.jostens.com/login?user=400113607&pw=sms


 

Dismissal Doors 

At the end of day         

students should leave 

the school through the 

grade level  exits. If a  

student is being picked 

up by a  parent or guard-

ian that is in the school 

the front door may be 

used. This should allow 

us to  have a less cha-

otic front office area dur-

ing    dismissal. Thanks 

for your  cooperation. 

Parent Information: 

 

The 2011/2012 Curriculum 
Handbooks for Parents, Cur-
riculum Summaries and the 
Curriculum Express for Par-
ents are available on the Edu-
cation website in English at 
www.education.alberta.ca/
parents/
resources/

BUS DELAY NOTICES 

 

Go to https://www.ffca-calgary.com/
myhome/familydefault.asp  

And login with your family user name 
and password 

Once you are logged in you can click 
on Bus Subscriptions in the Family 
Zone Menu and choose the bus route
(s) you want delay notifications for.  
Campuses will also receive the delay 
messages in the same manner as you 
– please do not call them to ask about 
delays as they will have the same in-
formation as is available to you.  The 
campuses will not be calling you in the 
event of a delay. 
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Bussing Expectations 

We would encourage all par-
ents\guardians to review our 

Transportation Handbook that 
provides information on topics 

such as bus stops, behavior and 
passenger information.  The 

document is available at the fol-
lowing link:  

http://www.ffca-calgary.com/
FFCA/Parent_Info/Bus%
20Routes/Transportation%
20Handbook%202010-11.pdf 

  

 Counselor’s Corner 

My wish for all our families over the holiday season is that you 
take the  opportunity to spend some “quiet” time with your 
family. To be thankful for the special times we have with those 
that are important in our lives and to let them know that they 
are special to us. This is a busy time of year  for everyone.  

“Our greatest danger in life is in permitting the urgent things to 
crowd out the important.”  

 

Gina Grace 

School Counselor 

Gina.grace@ffca-calgary.com 

2011-2012  Public Board Meeting 
Schedule 

All meetings are held in the Central 
Office    Boardroom* 

on Wednesday evenings beginning at 
6:00 p.m. unless  

otherwise specified** 

 
 

December 14, 2011 

January 18, 2012 

February 15, 2012 

March 14, 2012 

April 18, 2012 

May 16, 2012 

June 13, 2012 

 
 

*FFCA Central Office is located at: 
#240, 688 Heritage Dr. SE, Calgary 
(go to “Contacts/Central Office” to 

access map) 

" It's not what you look at that matters, it's what 

you see."  "  

http://www.education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/handbook.aspx
http://www.education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/handbook.aspx
http://www.education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/handbook.aspx
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/myhome/familydefault.asp
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/myhome/familydefault.asp
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/myhome/familybussubscriptions.asp
http://www.ffca-calgary.com/FFCA/Parent_Info/Bus%20Routes/Transportation%20Handbook%202010-11.pdf
http://www.ffca-calgary.com/FFCA/Parent_Info/Bus%20Routes/Transportation%20Handbook%202010-11.pdf
http://www.ffca-calgary.com/FFCA/Parent_Info/Bus%20Routes/Transportation%20Handbook%202010-11.pdf
http://www.ffca-calgary.com/FFCA/Parent_Info/Bus%20Routes/Transportation%20Handbook%202010-11.pdf
mailto:Gina.grace@ffca-calgary.com
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Please remember to log your volun-

teer hours . You can check and/or  

enter your hours by going to 

http://www.ffca-calgary.com/myhome/  

and entering your user name and 

password.  Then choose on the right 

hand side; “Family Volunteer Hours” 

Thank you to all our families for your 

endless efforts in keeping the South 

Middle School a great place! 

Logging your  volunteer hours 

CASUAL DAYS: 2011-2012 

 DECEMBER 16 80’S DAY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 20 BACKWARDS 
DAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 24 JERSEY DAY  

For the first 5 hours you 

volunteer you are sent an 

email thank you. For 10 

hours you are sent a 

thank you card in the mail 

with an Andy’s buck for 

your child. For 15 hours a 

pen and a carabineer. 

Did you know that at the 

SMS campus we will treat 

your child to lunch when 

your family volunteers 20 

hours for FFCA. 

 

The CanLearn Centre|Calgary Learning Centre 
offers a multitude of programs for both students 
and their parents.   

 

In the Driver’s Seat: Preparing for Your Learner’s       

License Test 

Grades 7-12 

Participants will learn effective study and test-taking 
strategies to help them prepare for their learner’s license 
exam as well as school exams.  This evening program is 
offered throughout the school year. 

  

Next program begins… January  11! 

  

Test Ready 

Grades 7-9 

Strategies for dealing with test anxiety as well as studying 
and exam preparation are introduced to help students be 
more successful.  This after school program is 4  
Wednesdays and offered throughout the school year. 

  

Next program begins… January  18!    Organization 

and Study Skills 

Grades 7-12 

This student and parent program offers helpful strategies 
to develop a well-organized approach to learning.  Organi-
zation and Study Skills is offered throughout the school 
year. 

  

Next program begins… January  25 

  

   

CanLearn Centre/Calgary Learning Centre 

3930 20 Street SW 

Calgary  Alberta  T2T 4Z9 

 t 403 686 9300 x 131 

tf 1 877 686 9300 

 f 403 686 0627 

  

MARCH 23 COSTUME DAY 

APRIL 27 TWIN DAY  

May 25 No Theme Day 
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Massai Warrior visit 

                         

    On Dec.6 South Middle School was excited to meet Kamishina Ole 

Nkuito ò Davidó. David is a Massai warrior and elder from Kenya. He 

came to tell us about life in a Massai  village and what it is like to be a 

child growing up there. Children walk 8 km to and from school in a very 

dangerous area that has elephants,lions and other wild animals roaming. 

About 7 months ago there was a 2 room school built in Davidõs village due 

to the fund raising of another Calgary area school. The children from 

that village have become pen pals with the students from the Calgary 

school and have expressed their gratitude for having a school built for 

them in their village. They are hoping to build another school and also to 

build a well so that they have access to fresh water. The childrenõs edu-

cation ends after grade 8 unless they are sponsored to attend high 

school which is 200 km away from their village. David also taught our 

grade 7 and 8 students a traditional Massai dance that had some of our    

students up and moving. We are excited to explore the possibilities of       

engaging in this opportunity to be  connected to David and the young 

people of his village. 

The website to learn more about this project is 

www.buildinghopesociety.com If you have any questions, please contact 

me at the school. 

Gina Grace 

School Counselor 

Gina.grace@ffca-calgary.com 

http://www.buildinghopesociety.com
mailto:Gina.grace@ffca-calgary.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

PD DAY  

NO CLASSES 

3 

First Day 

Back 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 

Spelling Bee  

Period 1 

 

11 

 

Session 1 

Bricks for 

Kidz 

3:20-4:20pm 

12 13 

House League  

Assembly 

Spirit Wordle 

T-Shirt Day 

 

14 

15 16 

Musical  

Presentation 

Gr 5/6 1-2pm 

Gr 7/8 2-3pm 

Mad Science 

3:20-4:20pm 

17 

Scrapbooking 

11-50-12:40 

18 

 

Session 1 

Bricks for 

Kidz 

3:20-4:20pm 

19 20 

Hot Lunch 

21 

22 23 

 

 

Mad Science 

3:20-4:20pm 

24 25 

Grade 5 

Heritage Fair in 

Gym1-3 pm  

Session 1 

Bricks for Kidz 

3:20-4:20pm 

26 

Learning 

Conversation 

No School 

27 

Learning 

Conversation 

No School 

28 

29 30 

Gr 5/6 

Shoebox 

Theater 

Mad Science 

3:20-4:20pm 

31 

Scrapbooking 

11:50-12:40 

    

Campus  Contact Information: 

Phone: 259-3175      Fax: 259-3008     

E-mail:  davmail@ffca-calgary.com 

Please call in all lates or absences  to  

Mrs. Conaghan or email. cindy.conaghan@ffca-calgary.com 


