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SUMARA DIAZ, CPA, CMA 
Sumara is a Senior Finance and Accounting Professional who has worked in the energy industry 
in Calgary for the past 20 years. Sumara brings to the table a background in finance and 
accounting, coupled with a strong planning background where she has worked directly with 

government bodies on policy and compliance matters. She has 
advocacy experience as a member of CAPP where she has 
represented the interests of several energy producers. She 
understands the intricacies and nuances of conflicting priorities and 
how to align those views into a unified message. 

Sumara served on the FFCA Board from 2019-2021 before taking a 
year off to focus on family obligations. In her time on the Board, she 
served as the chair of the Policy and Performance Review and Audit 
committees. Sumara is choosing to run again for a second term 
because she really enjoyed advancing FFCA’s priorities and giving 
back to the FFCA Society.  

Sumara has two children who have graduated from FFCA and a third 
that is currently attending the South High School. Sumara chose FFCA as the school system for 
her children 17 years ago. Ever since, she proudly promotes FFCA for its high academic standings 
and for the character and leadership skills it instills in its students, skills that are shaping FFCA 
students into the leaders of tomorrow. For her, the figures speak for themselves; with over 95% 
of graduating students going on to post-secondary education, it is of the utmost importance that 
FFCA continues this success. 

View Sumara’s video profile here   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OsbX51VViw&list=PLyrffACSJkOyk6_DrFM2NjomOPQf6w8iz&index=3


 

CHARLES IFECHI 

Charles has a daughter who attends FFCA SWE. He is passionate about volunteering his time 
as a way to give back to his community. Charles volunteers as a soccer coach with YMCA, is a 
mentor with Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Calgary, and volunteers in his daughter’s FFCA 
classroom. 

Charles is the founder and CEO of Black Professionals Canada, a 
Canadian non-profit organization focused on supporting Black and 
Minority professionals in Canada as they navigate the corporate world. 
Black Professionals Canada provides mentorship, sponsorship and 
networking opportunities and partners with corporate organizations to 
create internship opportunities. 

Charles is passionate about creating the best experience for all FFCA 
members by partnering with all stakeholders and ensuring that all voices 
are heard. He believes FFCA has what it takes to be the best school in 
the country and wants to work with the Board, administrative team and 
teachers to achieve this. 

Charles has a BSc. Mechanical Engineering from the University of Lagos and a MSc. Oil and Gas 
Engineering from Robert Gordon University. He is a Profesional Engineer with APEGA and has 
over a decade of experience in Process Optimization, Continuous improvement, and Operations 
management across multiple industries, including Oil and Gas, Food Processing and 
Manufacturing.  In these roles, he has developed and implemented strategies and methodologies 
for continuous improvement, driving process efficiencies that have led to millions of dollars in cost 
savings and improved employee satisfaction. 

View Charles’ video profile here   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiLPVhXy0Q0&list=PLyrffACSJkOyk6_DrFM2NjomOPQf6w8iz&index=7


 

SAM JIN, MBA 

“Character determines destiny” 
Sam strongly believes in building kids’ character. Parents and 
schools have a fundamental influence on the character of our 
kids. Therefore, we have to think strategically among our 
Board members to build that character based on the future 
needs of our kids. 
 
What can Sam bring to the Board? 
He has been a Board Director of FFCA for the last 3 years. 
Currently, Sam is the chair of the PPR committee of the FFCA 
Board. With the help of fellow Directors, he streamlined the 
policy review process, structured the Board development plan, 
and improved the election process. Sam is motivated to be re-
elected as a Board Director because he believes his Board 
experience and leadership skills will help enhance the Board’s 
efficiency and the decision-making process. 

 
“Stay hungry. Stay foolish.” Sam believes in continuous learning and thinking outside of the box. 
He believes that education is the key to helping kids succeed in their lives. Sam wants to help 
FFCA kids build their leadership, character and learning capabilities. 
 
Background 
Sam’s two sons are studying Grade 5 at SMS, and Grade 2 at SWE campus; they enjoy learning 
at FFCA. Sam is a business owner of Subway Restaurants and a convenience store. His business 
background enables him to think strategically and handle issues practically. He has trained many 
staff members and inspired them to aim higher and achieve higher. Sam has held various 
management and marketing positions at 7-Eleven, Sears, and Coca-Cola Ltd Canada for 12 
years. Sam got his MBA from Schulich School of Business at York University in Toronto (ranked 
#1 MBA in Canada by the Economist, 2022). He is open-minded and often thinks from the 
perspective of other people’s shoes when communicating with Society members and other 
Directors. Sam’s immigrant background helps him understand immigrant families’ culture and 
needs when providing suggestions and making decisions at Board meetings. 
 
View Sam’s video profile here   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9babY9akA4&list=PLyrffACSJkOyk6_DrFM2NjomOPQf6w8iz&index=5


 

SHISHIR MAHAJAN 

Right from the beginning, Shishir has been fascinated with the power of education, as he believes 
endless opportunities lay ahead of an educated individual. Having recognized this ability, he 
intends to help others realize this, especially young children during their foundational education 
years, and in this case, by ensuring they successfully graduate from FFCA. When Shishir read 
FFCA’s vision, mission, and guiding principles, it completely resonated with him. He feels it will 

be a privilege to support this initiative in whichever way he 
can. That is his primary motivation to apply for the director 
role, to make a meaningful contribution. 

Shishir will bring a rich combination of knowledge, skills, 
international education, work experience and cultural 
exposure with strong ethics in how he undertakes his work 
and delivers it with full accountability and responsibility. His 
passion towards education will help Shishir perform Board 
duties diligently and faithfully.  

By familiarizing himself with the Society bylaws, Board 
policies and administrative procedures, Shishir intends to 
recognize his responsibilities and fulfill them in a way that is 

in the best interest of FFCA. He will participate in Board meetings, vote on every Board motion, 
and support a majority vote of the Board. Shishir also commits to facilitating the engagement of 
parents, staff and the community and bringing forward any issues or concerns. Shishir will strive 
to maintain a respectful, positive and learning culture within the Board and FFCA.  

Shishir has a Bachelor of Engineering in Electronics and Telecommunications from India and a 
Master of Science in Wireless Communication Technologies from the U.K.  

Shishir has a total of 15 years of professional work experience spanning a few countries like India, 
the U.K, the U.S and Canada. In Canada, he has been working for Telus for the last 6 years and 
is currently employed full time as a Sr. Technical Project Manager working on IT and emerging 
wireless technologies domain. Shishir is a member of some widely trusted and respected industry 
bodies. For example, he is a registered project manager with the Project Management Institute 
(PMI) and a professional engineer with the Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of Alberta (APEGA). 

On a personal front, Shishir has a family of four, with his wife and two kids. His elder son attends 
the FFCA NWE campus in KG. Shishir enjoys going hiking on the weekends with his family and 
reading books.  

View Shishir’s video profile here  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Egm1-18Lyeg&list=PLyrffACSJkOyk6_DrFM2NjomOPQf6w8iz&index=4


 

ASHISH RANGARI 

Ashish has three key motivations for joining the FFCA Board. He wants to support the Board: 

• with transitioning/revamping the aging assets, 
• with strategies and policies to make FFCA a future-

ready charter school focusing on technology and 
education, and 

• in developing fundraising and communication 
strategies. 

Ashish is committed to conveying his decade-long 
experience in bringing ideas to realization. He brings vast 
experience in cross-functional teams with diverse 
geographical and work experience. Ashish takes pride in 
leading under challenging situations and converging the stakeholders to a joint decision to meet 
the end goal. 

Leveraging his motivation and experience, he will support the Society members with tackling the 
aging and new facility issues while assisting in developing and executing strategies to keep FFCA 
competitive and ensure it’s future-ready. 

Ashish is a professional engineer with an MBA from Rotman School of Management, working as 
Project Lead for a mid-stream oil and gas company in Alberta. He has 11+ years of professional 
experience in Engineering, Project Management and Corporate Development. In the past, Ashish 
has supported the Calgary Immigration Society as a Career Coach to help new immigrants with 
their resume and interview preparations for their healthy transition to the Canadian workforce.  

See Ashish’s video profile here  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fRdzFMpTGM&list=PLyrffACSJkOyk6_DrFM2NjomOPQf6w8iz&index=1


 

JENN WOLOWICH-WIDNEY 

I have two kids attending the South Middle School Campus. We have been fortunate enough to 
be a part of the FFCA community since Kindergarten. From the first moment we started our 
education journey, I jumped on board as room parent and have been honoured to serve in many 
volunteer roles for our school.  

FFCA offers an incredible quality of education and I am motivated 
to tackle our waitlist by expanding our school to meet the 
increasing demand to make it possible for more families to 
experience the benefits of FFCA. In addition, I believe there is a 
growing need to address the mistruths about charter schools in 
the larger community. More information and education about 
charter schools is important to keep our school growing and 
flourishing. Social media will be an effective tool to harness the 
power of storytelling to educate the community about the 
importance of charter schools. 

My career and experience are in personal finance. I have my BA 
in psychology from U of C, and I am currently working with Ivey 
Business School researching the stigmatization of debt. In 
addition, I am a Financial Advisor in AB, and my passion is 

creating actionable systems to optimize money and establish financial safety. 

I have been fortunate to volunteer with many organizations, and my favourites are always youth 
related. To name a few, my volunteer experience includes Girl Guides of Canada, Kinette Club of 
Calgary, Rainbow Society of Alberta and Dreams Take Flight. Seeing the positive outcomes from 
the efforts of many is truly the greatest gift.  

I am an expert fun-haver, a terrible cook, a terrific storyteller, a collector of amazing humans, an 
enthusiastic Michael Buble fan and a proud FFCA parent. It would be my honour to serve on the 
FFCA Board. Thank you for your consideration. 

See Jenn’s video profile here. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krWtej8rPLg&list=PLyrffACSJkOyk6_DrFM2NjomOPQf6w8iz&index=6

